X                                             PREFACE.

Miiller, in a lecture delivered in Westminster Abbey, regarding
the vitality of Brahminism,  and its classification as a Non-
Missionary   religion.    Professor   Max   Miiller   did   me   the
honour of answering my remarks   in   an article   which   has.
since been republished in " Chips from a German Workshop,**
and I have now altered or toned down those parts of my original
Essay which may have been written upon a misunderstanding
of the  Ijecturer's position,   or which at any rate I am not
prepared to maintain  against so distinguished an authority.
All that I desire, with deference, to uphold is that Brahrainism
is a religion by no means dead or even moribund, but that, on
the contrary, numbers are constantly brought within its pale,
and are allowed to share more or less in its ritual.    The last
four chapters consist mainly of political discussions and specu-
lations ; they also contain references to controversies that were
going on at the time when they appeared as articles, so that
it is necessary to mention that they were all written not less
than ten years ago*    " Islam in India," for instance, is a review
of a book published in 1871, and of course it does not nearly
cover the extensive ground indicated by this heading to the
chapter. Such questions as those relating to the present position
and prospects of our Mahomedan fellow subjects in India, to
their wants and feelings, and to the degree and manner in
which they are likely to be affected, as a community, by the
rapid advance of European civilization in India, require much
more elaborate and comprehensive treatment, and are indeed
closely allied to the momentous subject of the Future of Islam,
upon which Mr* Wilfrid Blunt has recently published a disser-
tation of great interest.    As to the chapter on our Religious
Policy in India, it gives some retrospective account of what
may be called, very roughly, the relations between Church and